Brownsville
Historic Survey
Brownsville is a historically Black neighborhood in
Miami-Dade County. One of the most famous
landmarks is the Historic Hampton House, a midcentury hotel that catered to Black travelers during
the Green Book era, and hosted famous guests such
as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Muhammad Ali.
The neighborhood is also home to historic Lincoln
Memorial and Evergreen cemeteries, and
Georgette’s Tea Room, a prominent gathering spot
for social events. The Brownsville Civic
Neighborhood Association has been leading efforts
for many years to preserve and highlight this historic
neighborhood. Thanks to a National Park Service
grant obtained by the Dade Heritage Trust, a nonprofit historic preservation organization, working in
collaboration with the BCNA, Brownsville is
currently being surveyed for historic and cultural
resources. The firm PlusUrbia is conducting the
survey working with the BCNA and community
members.

What is a Historic Survey?
A Historic Resource Survey is a systematic method of
documenting historic resources through fieldwork and
research. Each historic resource is documented with
photographs, maps, and a written description on a
form. Undertaking a survey to identify historic
resources acknowledges that these resources have
value to the community and future generations.

How to get involved >>>
• Help identify historic places in Brownsville
• Share family photos, letters or documents for scanning
• Participate in an oral history interview
• Tell your friends and neighbors about this project
• Tell us what we are doing right, and what we can do
better
• Attend a History Harvest event
• Talk to your elected officials about why Historic
Brownsville is important
.

Contact us at
historicbrownsvillesurvey.org
historicbrownsvillesurvey@plusurbia.com

305-444-4850

“We had role models.
Brownsville was full of role models.
We knew that we could be somebody because we
had Black somebodies in our neighborhood.”
-

Emmet Jay Williams

Preserving a Rich Heritage
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Historic Survey

Documenting Historic Brownsville
Project Timeline >>>
• Project Commencement: August 2021
• Community meetings: February 2022- May 2023
• GIS Analysis, Windshield Survey, and Study Area
Boundary Update: August - October 2021
• Data collection, including historic photos, historic
maps and aerials, plat maps, resident directories,
and historic newspaper articles: August 2021 –
April 2022.
• Oral History Interviews: October 2021 – Summer
2022.
• Photos of all resources and maps of all resources
will be produced from October 2021 – December
2021.
• Florida Master Site File Production: January 2022
– April 2022.
• Draft Survey Report will be submitted to the
Client for review and feedback: April 2022.
• Completed Florida Master Site Files and the Final
Survey Report, including Oral History records,
will be submitted to the Client and the State of
Florida: November 2022.
• Community Outreach for National Register
Nomination, including obtaining owner consent:
December – March 2023
• Preparation of a National Register Nomination
Form for the Brownsville Historic District:
December – March 2023
• Nomination of at least one (1) site to the National
Register of Historic Places: December – May 2022

How is this project made possible? >>>
Funding for the Brownsville Historic Survey comes from
the National Park Service and from Dade Heritage Trust.
The National Park Service (NPS) provides African
American Civil Rights Historic Preservation Fund grants
for projects that will preserve sites and history related
to the African American struggle for equality in the 20th
century.

Project Goals >>>
• Create a comprehensive history of the
Brownsville neighborhood.
• Document the historic buildings of Brownsville,
and the neighborhood as a whole.
• Identify historic resources in Brownsville, and
record them with the State of Florida.
• Identify areas that qualify for the National
Register of Historic Places, and nominate
individual buildings and / or a historic district to
the National Register of Historic Places.

Embracing Oral History
Oral history is a method of conducting historical research through recorded interviews between a narrator with
personal experience of historically significant events and a well-informed interviewer, with the goal of adding to the
historical record. Plusurbia will be conducting additional oral history interviews with Brownsville community members
from February 2022 through November 2022. Information from the oral history interviews may be used in the
Brownsville Historic Survey report, and published on the Brownsville Historic Survey website.

