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We had role models.
Brownsville was full of role models.

We knew that we could be somebody

because we had Black somebodies
in our neighborhood.

- Emmet Jay Williams
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Project Timeline: July 2021 to August 2023

Work products: Neighborhood historic survey, Florida Master Site
Files, Survey Report, archival research, oral history interviews,
community outreach, website

Additional Community outreach throughout project duration

Late 2022 - 2023: National Register Nomination



Survey Project Goals

. Create a comprehensive history of the Brownsville
neighborhood.

. Document the historic buildings of Brownsville, and
the neighborhood as a whole.

. Identify historic resources in Brownsville, and record
them with the State of Florida.

. Identify areas that qualify for the National Register
of Historic Places, and nominate individual buildings

and / or a historic district to the National Register of
Historic Places.




Community Outreach

. October 12, 2021: Preliminary Kick-off with survey partners
. December 13, 2021: Project Intro with community leaders

. February 10, 2022: Community Forum at Hampton House

. February 17, 2022: Informational Website Launched

. March 8, 2022: Community Zoom Meeting

. March 12, 2022: BCNA Meeting — Historic Survey Q&A

. March 19, 2022: Community meeting with parishioners of
Antioch and Hosea Church

. Additional meetings as requested

. Ongoing: Oral History Interviews, Individual conversations
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www.historicbrownsvillesurvey.org




Scope and Timeline

August 2021: Project Commencement

August 2021 — April 2022: Data collection, including GIS
mapping, historic photos, historic maps and aerials, plat
maps, resident directories, and historic newspaper articles

October 2021 - June 2022: Photos and maps of all historic
sites

February 2022- May 2023: Community meetings

February — June 2022: Oral History Interviews

January 2022 - Summer 2022: Florida Master Site Files
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Scope and Timeline

Summer 2022: Draft Survey Report will be submitted to the
Client for review and feedback

November 2022: Completed Florida Master Site Files and
the Final Survey Report, including Oral History records, will
be submitted to the Client and the State of Florida

December — March 2023: Community Outreach for National
Register Nomination, including obtaining owner consent

December — March 2023: Preparation of a National Register
Nomination Form for the Brownsville Historic District
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Little Havana
Omni
Westmoreland
Shenandoah

Silver Bluff

Allapattah
Grove Park
Brownsville




National Register

WHAT NATIONAL REGISTER IS: AN HONORIFIC RECOGNITION

Listing in the National Register of Historic Places provides formal recognition of a
district’s historical, architectural, or archeological significance based on national
standards used by every state. Results include:

* You are eligible for the Miami-Dade County Ad Valorem tax exemption for

rehabilitation of your property
 Celebrate your property’s history by ordering a bronze plaque that distinguishes
your property as listed in the National Register of Historic Places
* Providing opportunities for preservation incentives, such as:
* Federal preservation grants for planning and rehabilitation
* International building code fire and life safety code alternatives
* Possible State tax benefit and grant opportunities, depending on the type of
property.
* Involvement by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation when a Federal
agency project may affect historic property




National Register

WHAT NATIONAL REGISTER IS NOT

NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION DOES NOT AFFECT PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS

* Under Federal Law, the listing of a property in the National Register places no
restrictions on what a non-federal owner may do with their property up to and
including destruction, unless the property is involved in a project that receives

Federal assistance, usually funding or licensing/permitting.
National Register listing does not lead to public acquisition or require public

access
A property will not be listed if, for individual properties, the owner objects, or
for districts, a majority of property owners object

National Register listing does not automatically invoke local historic district
zoning or local landmark designation

For more information, visit:
https://www.nps.qov/subjects/nationalreqgister/how-to-list-a-property.htm




Local Historic
Designation

LOCAL HISTORIC DESIGNATION (MIAMI-DADE COUNTY) IS
NOT A PART OF THE BROWNSVILLE HISTORIC SURVEY

* |f the community desires to seek local historic designation for specific sites or
for a historic district, this can be a next step. The community would work
directly with the County Historic Preservation Office to pursue this as a next

step.




Brownsville’s Evolution

Example: Historic Aerials




1925




1952




1963




Example Work Products

(In Progress)
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Brownsville Timeline
1916 — 1969

(In Progress)




1916

Brown’s Subdivision
W.L. Brown
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1924

Lincoln Memorial Park
F.B. Miller
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c.1927
Black Property Owners
J.D. Williams

W.B. Sawyer
Samuel Wilson
F. Ayres







1927 Hopkins Map




1938
Lincoln Memorial Park Sec.B

Kelsey Pharr
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1940

Home Owner’s Paradise
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“And that has had a great influence on
why | stand up for whatever | stand up
for. Because | just feel that if you
could have that much courage, back in
the days, when it was legal to

segregate black people and white
people, then | should do whatever |
can to make things better now.”

- Dr. Enid Pinkney







1949
Alberta Heights

Dr. W.B. Sawyer







1952 Aerial
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1950s

FHA-Insured Homes




1952 Aerial

1963 Aerial




Most of the people who came to
Brownsville came because they
wanted to own their own home.
It was homeownership oriented,

they wanted to own land, they
were tired of renting property.

- Neal Adams
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1952 Aerial

1963 Aerial
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“We were political, the thing that | think speaks best
about us is that we had our big voting rallies and all
that. We did something that blew the minds of
people downtown. That was, we voted together and
we voted as a bloc and they could not understand
that. As the saying goes: necessity is the mother of
invention...

My father had the black vote out in here... they were
the people that had the most solid blocs for votes in
all of Dade County: Aventura among the white and
Brownsville among the black.”

- Neal Adams




1951

Bethune Elementary
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1936 Hopkins

1948 Hopkins







1952 Aerial




“Brownsville had it going on during that time. | mean
it was a pride. It was a richness that you can't even
describe today. And then you had some of the most
well-known politicians who lived in Brownsville. You
had Joe Lang Kershaw who was a State
Representative in the Florida House, you had Senator

Gwen Cherry who also lived next door... and you had
three representatives living on the same street who
represented the district that I'm representing right

’)

NOW.

- State Representative James Bush IlI




1950s — 1960s

Georgette’s Tea Room










1950 — 1960s
Booker Terrace

Hampton House
Harry Markowitz




1963 Aerial



















“So, | worked side by
Luther King]. He said, ©
you know, we were t
could hear them with

side with him [Dr. Martin
o this, get us some coffee,
ne go-to people. And we

Hosea Williams and those,

all of them just talking and strategizing. And when

it was time to march i

n Atlanta, march down to

Rich’s Department Store in single file, we
marched around the entire two blocks. The Ku
Klux Klan did a counter march in full regalia. We
were so afraid... Dr. King said keep marching.”

- Dr. Dorothy Fields
















1961
Antioch Missionary

Baptist Church
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Additional Research
Coming Soon!

Contact us:

historicbrownsvillesurvey

@plusurbia.com
305-444-4850



mailto:info@Plusurbia.com
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